
‘Getting to know Year 2’
2023 - 2024



The Year 2 Teaching Team … 

Cherry class - Mrs Lake
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 

Friday

Chestnut class – 
Miss Griffiths

Cherry class – Mrs Phillips
Wednesday, Thursday afternoon



The Year 2 Team … 

Mrs Jennings
HLTA 

Miss Miller 
TA Mrs Morrish

HLTA

Mrs Ward 
TA

Mrs Causon  
TA



Useful information …

• Doors open at 8:30am and a teacher/TA will invite the children in. 

• PE days: Tuesday (outdoor) and Thursday (indoor). Please make sure ALL 
clothing is named with either a sticky label or a permanent pen. 

• Letters from the school will go home via Parent Pay. Class updates will be 
sent via Class Dojo. You view these messages on the class story. 

• We encourage the children to share their achievements with the class/ school 
as whole. This can be done via your child’s Class Dojo portfolio. If your child 
would like to share their achievements in our KS1 assembly, they can bring 
their certificates or medals in. 

• If you would like to speak to your child’s teacher, you can contact us on 
Class Dojo. All messages sent are private. We will do our best to respond as 
soon as possible. 



Useful information …

• At the end of the day, the children will be brought out to the playground in 
their class lines. Please wait for your child to be the next person in line so the 
adult sending them home can see that they have been safely collected. We 
ask the children not to just run to their adult as soon as they’ve seen them. 

• Children are more than welcome to bring a snack to have after school if they 
are attending a club. 



Dojo … 

As a school, we use Class Dojo to recognise and reward positive learning 
behaviours and to celebrate our pupils’ success. This is an exciting way of 
earning rewards linked to our school drivers. 

Once you are linked to your child’s account, you can see their avatar and 
share their success with them at home. Each term, the children can work 
towards earning Dojos that contribute to rewards and recognition for their 
efforts and hard work.

• 25 dojos they will receive a certificate, 
• 50 dojos can be spent on a gift from the ‘Dojo treasure box,’ 
• 100 dojos - they will be rewarded for their outstanding efforts with a book 

token!



Our school aims to help children to …



Jigsaw and Growth Mindset focus … 

In our school, we choose to deliver Personal, Social, Health 
Education using ‘Jigsaw’ - the mindful approach to PSHE. 

Jigsaw brings together PSHE Education, emotional literacy, social 
skills and spiritual development in a comprehensive scheme of 
learning.

Your child may come home discussing issues which affect us all. 
We encourage discussion and openness in these situations in order 
to promote children’s good mental health and well-being. 



Our School Vision

The schools published mission statement is:

“Inspiring today’s children for tomorrow’s world”

This is supported by the schools core words and aims:

Inspire
We will inspire each other to do the best
We will support each other to set high goals
We will have open minds to new ideas and challenges in the world around us 
We will inspire each other to become independent, self-motivated and confident in 
our own abilities 

Pride
We will take pride in how we present ourselves and all our achievements 
We are proud to belong to the school and the local community 
We take pride from our active participation
We take pride in always doing the best we can



Flourish
We have high expectations in all we do and how we do things 
We will experience a broad, balanced curriculum with exciting experiences
We will learn how to live, work and play together and learn from each other 
We will achieve the very best we can attaining personal milestones even if they are 
small steps 

Safe
We provide a safe, friendly and supportive environment in which to thrive 
We foster a nurturing environment in which positive relationships meet all 
pupils’ needs
We will build happy and positive relationships where pupils feel secure to 
be wrong! 
We will build a community where all feel safe and free from fear 

Respect
We value all, irrespective of individual differences 
We will show good manners and courtesy to all and take responsibility for our actions 
We will respect ourselves through trying our best to be healthy, active and confident 
We recognise and promote fundamental British values of tolerance, fair play and being 
truthful 

Our School Vision



Our curriculum - Autumn Term …

Please find information about our curriculum on our Year 2 page on the 
school website. 

We aim to give our children a broad and balanced curriculum with lots of 
different learning opportunities.  

English - Katie Morag (narrative) and The Colour Monster
Maths - Number: Place Value , Addition and Subtraction

Science - Living things and their habitats
Geography - What are the seasons?

RE: Who is a Muslim and how do they live?
PE - Invasion games and Dance

ICT - Online Safety and Effective Searching
PSHE - Being me in my world
Art - Drawing: Telling a story



Maths
Maths objectives are based on the National Curriculum.

We follow the White Rose Scheme for maths where the children 
learn through a series of small steps which build to consolidate 
their understanding. These lessons are grouped into blocks 
ranging in length from 1-5 weeks depending on content.

We have a ‘confident to be wrong’ approach to maths; it’s 
important for children to understand that they can learn from 
their mistakes.



Maths Overview …



Maths …

An example of independent learning in maths: 

Reasoning and Problem Solving: Varied Fluency: 



Inspiring today’s children for tomorrow’s world

English



Writing…

• Emphasis on handwriting in every lesson (including foundation subjects).

• Children are reminded about the correct pencil grip.

• Letter formation (most important stage – we have noticed that there are still 
some children who are uncertain when forming both upper and lower case 
letters).

• Begin to join keywords initially. This year we are starting to learn cursive 
handwriting which is used throughout the school. This is supported by a 
website (letterjoin.co.uk) which demonstrates how to form letters and make 
joins. 

• Through the year, we will cover a range of genres.

• There will be a focus on pride in all written work throughout all subjects.



Letter-join …



Spellings …

• In year 2, we follow the RWI spelling programme. 

• A new unit/ focus is introduced to the children each Friday and then 

we have a spelling session each day focusing on that weeks’ spellings. 

• Every Friday, new spellings are put on EdShed and children will be 

given a spelling sheet to help them practise.

• A spelling test will take place every Friday (1 week to learn spellings) 

and children will have their score stuck into their reading diaries when 

they hand them in the following week. 

• Children are still encouraged to use ‘Fred Fingers’ when spelling a 

word, where applicable. 



Reading & Phonics

Inspiring today’s children for tomorrow’s world





Bookmarks will be given to your child as they progress through 
the RWI programme. These contain the ‘red words’ that are 
common exception words that are tricky to read and spell.  



Read Write Inc home videos



Accelerated Reader …

Children will move on to Accelerated Reader when they have completed 
the RWI programme. 

Accelerated Reader is a computerised program that is designed to 
improve children’s reading ability and to raise their reading age. Children 
take an initial online comprehension  ‘star reading test’ which determines 
their ZPD (Zone of Proximal Development) which is a selection of books 
that will not only match their ability, but will also challenge them and 
develop their vocabulary. 

Children are able to quiz and work their way through the book bands. 



• When reading with children ask them where else they may 
have come across something similar, help them to make 
connections with other subjects, skills and experiences. 
Take the opportunity to problem solve by asking them 
questions such as: “What would happen if?" "How 
would you respond if?" "What would you do in 
that situation?" 

• Challenge your child to use words such as; but, because, 
therefore, however or alternatively to extend their 
thinking and help them to think beyond what they are 
being told.

Reading …



Reading books …

• Reading books and diaries need to be in bags everyday (pleasure book can 
stay at home until hand-in on a Monday). 

• RWI and pleasure books to be handed in every Monday. New books will 
be sent home on a Tuesday. 

• AR books – read three times and then can quiz – must achieve 80% or 
above to change book. 



Reading behaviour…..



Home Learning …

• We expect the children to read at least 3x a week, 5x being 
aspirational, with an adult. Reading, sharing and discussing stories is so 
important in developing their love for reading.

• We also expect children to be fluent in number bonds to 10, 20 and 100 
and be familiar with addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. In 
order to support your child with this, we encourage them to use 
NumBots.  

• Homework grids: The first two boxes in the grid, highlighted in orange, 
are compulsory. In addition to this, please choose a range of activities to 
complete throughout the term (1 or 2 from each colour). Please colour in 
and date the squares to show which activities have been completed. We 
would love to see pictures so please send these to us on Dojo through 
your child’s portfolio. Please also take a picture of the completed grid and 
send to us on Dojo by the last day of each term. 



Home Learning …



How to help …

• Continue to listen to your child read regularly (at least 3 times per 
week) and record this in their reading record with a comment – we 
check these on a weekly basis.

• Sign up for the Reading Army.

• Be involved in home learning (but don’t do it for them!).

• Help your child learn their addition and multiplication facts.

• Promote a positive attitude to learning - please don’t share 
negative school experiences. Promote positivity!

• Insist on the basics in writing and in speech at all times.



Year 2 Trips …

Autumn:
• Dunstone woods – to recognise the signs of Autumn, linked to our Geography, and 

to explore different micro-habitats coinciding with our Science topic.

Spring:
• Aquarium – to explore the damaging effects that plastic pollution has on our oceans. 

Coincides with our English topic.

Summer:
• Paignton Zoo – links to our Year 2 Science topics

We are also planning to take frequent trips around our local area: Elburton village, 
Church visits, King George’s field.



E-Safety… 

This is an important issue for 
children and adults.

There are some documents to 
support E-Safety on our school 

website.

If you should have any concerns 
about any inappropriate online 
content or behaviours, please do 

not hesitate to let us know.



We hope that you have found this information 
useful.

Please contact us via Class Dojo or pop in 
should you need anything at all.

‘Meet the Teacher drop-in hour’:            
Tuesday 19th September 2023, 3.15pm – 

4.15pm, in year 2 classrooms.

Thank you for your continued support. 
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